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Commemorating an Unknown Peace
During the celebrations in 2013 it was impossible to escape the peace of 300 years ago in Utrecht and its surroundings. By the autumn of 2013 most inhabitants and visitors of the city must have noticed the flags, posters, adds, TV programs or the large picture by the British photographer Red Saunders on the town hall, even if they had not participated in one of the numerous activities organized by the commemoration committee, the 'Stichting Vrede van Utrecht' (Foundation Peace of Utrecht).3 A decade earlier, the Peace of Utrecht was a historical event unknown in the Netherlands and even in Utrecht itself. The few people who had a clue often mixed it up with the Union of Utrecht of 1579. This ignorance of such an important event in the country where it took place, contrasted to the situation in Britain, where the Treaty of Utrecht had long been part of the well-known core of historical knowledge. In an episode of Monty Python's Flying Circus, two miners in Wales get into an argument about whether the Treaty of Utrecht was concluded in 1713 or in 1714, causing a dangerous situation a mile underground. John Cleese and his companions must have taken it for granted that the Treaty of Utrecht was widely known among their audience in order for them to make a point with their sketch.
The reason for this difference in appreciation is quite obvious. 
